
Appendix 2

DRAFT COVER LETTER

We welcome this opportunity to comment on the NDA’s draft strategy and, in 
addition to our detailed responses to your questions (attached), we would like to 
make the following comments:

  We are a key stakeholder of the NDA who should be proactively engaged in the 
process of life time planning at the NDA sites within Cumbria.  Through our 
planning responsibilities, we are also a regulator and it is important we properly 
understand how developments on NDA sites will impact on our communities so 
that appropriate and timely management strategies can be developed and 
supported.  We are keen to ensure that the NDA understands and supports our 
plans for growth for the county, which we are working closely with the LEP on 
and hope to progress further through a Cumbria deal, and would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss such matters in more detail with you in due course.

  In a similar vein, we are keen to better understand the NDA’s plans for saving 
£1bn over the Spending Review period as required by your Spending Review 
settlement from Government.  We are not disputing that it can be achieved, 
merely requesting that you take time to ensure that we, and other key 
stakeholders, are kept informed of your thinking as it develops.  We are 
particularly keen to understand the statement on page 11 of your draft strategy 
that you “will continue to explore all available options to maximise revenue from 
existing assets and to secure alternative funding for our mission.”  Again, we do 
not disagree with this as an overall objective, but would suggest that these are 
discussions to which we can make a useful contribution.   

  Given the rapidly developing plans by NuGen and EDF to construct new nuclear 
power stations next door to a number of NDA sites, we would have expected 
much more in the strategy about how the NDA intends to manage its 
relationship with the new build developers and how specific strands of the 
strategy (e.g. skills) are going to be developed in order to manage any impact 
on the NDA’s ability to deliver its mission.  

  We have not responded to the separate consultation on your Business Plan as, 
in the time available, we thought it best to focus on the Strategy document.  
Once both documents have been approved, we would welcome a presentation 
to our Nuclear Issues Working Group on what they mean for Sellafield and the 
LLWR.  

Yours faithfully

Cllr Stewart Young
Leader of Cumbria County Council


